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RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES IN LONDON. 
The following abstract of the proceedings of sever- 
al religious institutions in England, is selected from 
English publications by the New-York Observer :— 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
The Twenty Third Anniversary of this Society 


was held at Freemasons’ Hall, on the second of 


May,—Lord Teignmouth, its venerable President, 
inthe chair, It appeared from the Report, tha: 
the total nett receipts of the past year amounted 
to $0,240/. 1s, 2d., and the expenditures to 69,9621. 
i2s. Gd. The Society is under engagements to 
the amount of 22,5414 14s. 3d. The number of 
Bibles and Testaments issued from the Deposito- 
ry during the year, was 294,006; being 7,604 
more than those of the year preceding, while the 
receipts were 2.5281. 1s. 7d. less. This diminu- 
tion of receipts is attributed to the secession ofthe 
Society’s formes friends in Scotland. 
new Auxiliaries and Branches. 74. Whole num- 
ber of Bibles and Testaments issued by the Soci- 
ety since its origin, FOUR MILLION, THREE HUN 
DRED AND THREE THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED 
AND NINETY-FIVE. 

Tne Report further stated, that most of the Bi 
ble Societies on the Continent acquiesce in the 
regulations of the Society respecting the Apocry- 
pha ; that the Society’s operations in the Mediter- 
ranean are very encouraging, especially among 
the Jews and Greeks: that in India the circula 
tion of the Scriptures «as increased ; that in South 
America two agents were usefully employed in 
promoting the objects of the Institution, there Le- 
ing many large towns where a Bible had never 
been seen; that ii the Islands of Scotland there 
were twelve thousand families destitute of the 
Seriptures; that an Auxiliary Society still exists 
in Glasgow, notwithstanding the secession of ma- 
ny of the friends of the Lnsti:ution ia the north ; 
that the demand for Bibles in Ireland is unprece- 
dented ; and that there are still, in that part of 
the empire, one million families destitute of the 
sacred volume, 

In respect to the Apocrypha, there appeared to 
be a general acquiescence in the “Three Regu- 
lations” which terminated the late painful contro 
versy among the friends of the Society, the sub- 
stance of which is, to apply the funds solely to the 
printing and circulation of the Canonical Books 
of Scripture, to the exclusion of the Apocrypha. 
Bot in practising upon these Regulations, the 
Committee found it necessary to lay down, for 


Number of 


their own guidance, an additional one, which was 
now presented for the sanction of the Society, and 
unanimously adopted. It is as follows: 

That all grants of the Scriptures to Societies 
which circulate the Apocrypha, be made un- 
der the express condition, that they be sold or dis- 
tributed without alteration or addition, and that 
the proceeds of the sales of any such copies of the 
Scriptures be held at the disposal of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

The following is a sketch of the debate which 
arose on the motion of Rev. Edward Irving, te 
which some allusion was made in a former num- 
ber of this paper. The Hon. and Rev. Baptist 
Noel had been addressing the chair, and @onelu- 
ded with these eloquent remarks: 

Although the Society had suffered something 
like an eclipse, yet the darkness had passed away, 
and its light once more appeared, Did the meet- 
ing ask for proof of it—he referred them to the 
increased nun:ber of copies of the Holy Scriptures 
which had been distributed. (Immeaose applause.) 
The sun had indeed burst forth. He had anxious 
ly watched ihe emotions of the meeting, and when 
he witnessed that burst of feeling, his heart res- 
ponded to it, and he felt satisfied that the clords 
had passed away. It was glorious to have a gi- 
int’s strength, and not uunatural to be intoxi ae 
red with it; the giant had, perhaps, grown too con- 
scious of its own strength, and therefore its eyes 
had been put out and thus darkened—ait had been 
left in the hands of its enemies—it nad been taunt. 
ed and sneered at by the infidel and Philistines, 
hut it was a giant sll: it had not lost its strength 
—its arms were stretched, and it grasped the pil- 
lars of the world’s superstition. (Immense ap- 
ylause) “Do you not,” said Mr. Noel, “ feel 
them shake under the grasp?” It was, indeed, 
sweet to feel that we were brethren in heart—uni- 
ted in soul—for union was strengih, and strength 
gave success, and success in this cause was true 
glory. The last prayer of the blessed Rederwer 
was for union. “ That they may be one. as 
thou, Father, art in me, and Lim thee; that they 
also may be one in us; that the world mav ve- 
l eve that thou hast sent me, avd the glory which 
thou gavest me, FT have viven them, thal they may 
be one even as we are. The Hon. and Rev. Gen- 
tleman satdown anndst rapturous applause. 

The Rev. Mr. Irving then rose, but, efor some 
time, tre could not be heard, in consequence of 
mingled hisses aud applause, and cries of “ Chair, 
Chair !” “ Support the Chair !” 

Mi. Irving, with great esphasis,—“ Do «ou 
know in what spirit L speak that cou thus dare to 





put me down ? How is this, my Lord? 
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Lord Teignmouth rose and said,—* Perhaps it 
will be most regular that I should read the motion 
first.” 

The motion was read. 

Mr. Irving again rose, and said his object was 
three fold—to move first, that the Society should 
record its public humiliation for circulating the 
Apocrypha ; secondly, that it should hold no fur- 
ther intercourse with those Bible Societies on the 
Continent, who, at their own expense, circulate 
the Apocsypha ; and thirdly, that the vacancies in 
the Commirtee should be filled up with gentle. 
sen triendly to the views of the Edinburgh So 
ciely. 

Mr. Irving enlarged upon each of these heads, 
and at length sat down amidst cries of “ No, no,” 
and great applause. No one seeonded his mo- 
tion. Mr. Irving then left the room. 

Fowell Buxton, Esq. M. P. expressed his ap 
probation of the manner in which the Society had 
Cosa conducted altogether, and his heart-felt and 
cordial gratitude to those men whom the Rev. 
gentleman (Mr. Irving) who was leaving the as- 
seirbly, wished the meeting to condem:s. I do 
no! stand here to plead thei cause as immaculate 
men, vor to as-ert that they, of all other mortals, 
4re tree trou the common tailings of our common 

Hatwe, or that ingenuity cannot discover the 
Slightest fault in the management of the affairs 
of tits institulion. (Applause.) But what | do 
Malta is, that with all the errors and frailties 
of those who have conducted it, 1t ts still the wost 
magnificent #nd the most delightful Society on 
earth, and that its agents have conducted its af- 
fairs with a degree of skill, of zeal, of energy, 
and of disinteresiedness, which entitle them to 
claim the gratitude of the world. (Applause.) It 
bas done much for England. It bas been a 
blessing to Ireland. I need not argue this—the 
facts stated in the Report are sufficient demonstia- 
tious. It has been a blessing to Europe. Wil! 
phy man teli me the effect of one single copy ol 
God’s word on one mind? Will be then tell me 
the effect of five million copies? Will he tell me 
the effect of its transiation into fifty six different 
Janguages ? It has been a blessing to the world. 
Who will count up to me the blessings it bas con- 
ferred on the mass of mankind? = It has done good 
amongst Catholics and good amongst Protestants. 
It bas done good to that persecuted race of men, 
the Africans; and communicated benefits from 
the prince on the throne, to the peasant in his 
hamble cot—in palaces and in prisons the sum of 
these benefits can never be ascertained, until time 
shall be no more. = Its effects stretch beyond time 
—they prepare men for happiness in eternity. 
The Rev. J. Burnett, from Ireland, was receiv- 
ed with loud cheers. When he left Ireland, he 
thought he had jeft dispu'ation and contest about 
infallibility behind him. (immense applause.)— 
Much as differences among friends were to be re- 
retted, they ofien produced good in the end ; and 
Fe feared not that these discussions would ulti- 
timately tell well on the institution, and be to the 
advantage of its godlike course, in turning all the 
nations of the earth from darkness and misery to 
light and happiness. Let Scotland not ask too 
gnuch ; let her be content with confession, with. 
out the confessors recording and publishing it. 
She hated Popery. Let her not be more dictato- 
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need only to whisper confession into a priest’s 
ear to obtain absolution. (Cheers.) They requi. 
red no publication. (Cheers.) Such was the tr- 
umph of the Catholics of Ireland over the Pro. 
testants of the Land of the Thistle. (Cheers, 
What was Ireland but a nation sunk in ignorance 
as well as calamity—ignorant of the things of 
Goi, until this and kindred Societies had commu- 
nicated the knowledge of the word of life? Her 
people were divided into a thousand classes of 
sectaries. Ribbon men, White-boys, Right-boys, 
and, though aot in their vocabulary, he would add, 
the multitude consisted of Wrong-boys. (Laugh- 
ter.) The laws made in England could do noth- 
ng to cement and pacify Ireland ; for it would be 
found that the Irish lads would fight over the ti- 
tle of the Jaws, the debates upon them, the meri's 
of the various speakers, the witnesses that came 
to support then, and, in some instances, their an- 
gry passions would vent themselves on the per- 
sons of the witnesses ;—and now where was the 
power to enforce these laws when made? Must 
Ireland always be an encampment of soldiers ¢ 
Must she be always surrounded by cannon, and 
bristled by bayonets? (Cheers.) Force could 
permanently achieve nothing beneficial where mo- 
ral influence was wanting. In this state was [re- 
iand. The Bible Society came in the midst of 
her darkness. She was the moral sun of Ireland, 
and she diffused, by a holy light, the truth, “ Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sins of the world.” There was now a storm with- 
out discordant elernents—they could fight without 
anger or ill will—the combatants could cheer each 
other to the combat, and afterwards they could! 
retreat withont personal animosity. (Immense 
applause.) These controversies had led to ingni 

ry—the discussions had done great good, and the 
Bible Society was of so glorious a nature, that 
even controversies and discussions about it, were 
productive of its exaltation. The Rev. gentleman 
sat down amidst loud and long-continued cheers 





CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The 26th Anniversary of this Society was held 
in the Freemasons’ Hall, May 1s.,—Right Hon. 
Lord Gambier tw the chair. 

The Rev. Edward Beckerstith read the Re- 
port, which stated that Ten new Associations had 
beeu formed during the past year. The number 
of Students in the Institution at Islington was 
Tatrry-one. There were Frrry-six Missiona- 
ry Stations, and Nine Missions in various parts 
of the world. Tuinty rour English Clergymen 
and Fourteen Lutherans were engaged in the 
work. Abont Five Hunnprep native Teacaers 
were employed in the different Missions. The 
aumber of Schools was Taree Hunprep and 
Fourteen; and of Scholars, Children, Youths, 
and Adults, Fourteen Taousanp Two Hen- 
prp and E1Gutry Four. 

The Treasurer presented a statement of the ac- 
counts, and said, that it would appear from them, 
that the funds had increased about 5501. ; indeed, 
the Society had never retrogaded from its com- 
mencement. The receipt was no less than 
43,0881., the expenditure must be within this sum. 
The Speakers were Lord Bexley, the Rev. C. 
J. Hoare, the Hon. and Rev. Gerard Noel, Rev, 





xia! and intolerant. (Cheers.) In Ireland a man 


Mr. Raymond, Missionary from Sierra Leone, 
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Sir Robert Harry Inglis, Fames Strachan, Esq. 
of Madras, the Rev. Mr. Cunningham, Vicar of 
Harrow, the Rev. Henry Ridley, Rev. Charles 
Simneon, and others. 

Mr. Cunningham said, the blessings of this In- 
stitution reached the most distant parts of the 
earth, and affected the most disorderly and guilty 
of men. The Gospel was strong enough to sub. 
due the stoutest hearts. In the very place from 
which the public had beard of cannibalism, the 
Society had been permitted to unfurl the banners 
of the cross, and that cross would even theve tri- 
umph. His illustrious friend had alluded to 
Schwartz. He would also recal to their recollec- 
tion the labors and the prayers of the excellent 
Brainerd. The Missionaries of the Society were 
treading in his steps, and probably reaping the 
benefis of his prayers, that the country in which 
he labored with zeal so extraordinary, and piety 
so fervent, might never want the Word of Life, 
and a faithful Missionary to proclaim it to the 
people. If Christians now would succeed, they 
must tread in the footsteps of that excellent man. 
lo the history of his life, which he had lately been 
reading, at least five hundred passages would be 
found in which he said, “ Before I atempted this, 
er that, I retired into the woods to pray.” It was 
in that strength derived from Heaven in answer to 
prayer—that strength which made the feeble 
strong, that he triumphed. 

In respect to the Mission at Sierra Leone, “ the 
only part of the Society’s operations which was 
shaded by doubt, darkness aad difficulty,” Mr. 
Raymond said, The labors of the Society there 
were principally directed to the liberated Africans, 
The congregation was composed of three thou- 
saud oa the Sabbath, and about half the number 
on the week days: only here and there one of 
them consisted of white persons. Tie attention 
aud serious deportment of these congregations 
were truly delightful. The number of scholars 
was 1,900, the greater part of whom were the 
children of the liberated Africans. Their conduct 
as well as their intellect, were generally very good, 
and fully equal to those of the poor people of this 
country. it should be borne in mind that they 
were ina foreign land, and that their teachers 
were foreigners, with the exception of a few na 
tive teachers. The latter afforded most valuable 
assistance, But for them the Mission could not 
be maintained. Many of them were wanting, and 
he entreated his Christian friends to pray to “ the 
great Lord of the harvest, that he would send 
forth more laborers.” In the different villages, 
including Free Town, there were 440 communi- 
cants: and although the fact would not be con 
cealed by him, that some few of those had fallen 
into sin, their moral conduct was, for the most 
part, such as to prove their genuine piety. 

Mr. Strachan contrasted the present state of 
India with what it bad been twenty-five years 
ago. ‘Then the work of Missions was either treat- 
ed with contempt, or looked upon with dread. 
The public feeling was ail against them. There 
were only four Protestant Missionaries sent out 
from this kingdom, and there was scarcely any 
thing ia India which, if it had broken off its con- 
nection with, or been wrested from our Govern- 
ment, would have testified that it had ever belong- 
ed to a Christian nation. Since 1815 affairs had 
assumed a new aspect—Churches had been built 
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Missionaries from different Societies had uni- 
ted in the common cause of Christianity—the 
Sabbath had become the object of veneration — 
public worship was every where established—and 
when the regular Missionaries and Chaplains 
conld not go, pious laymen kept up the public 
worship of Almighty God, 'Time had been when 
it was considered a reproach to a man to belong 
to any of these Christian Societies, or to pay se- 
rious regard to the Sabbath ; but now this blessed 
symbol of our religion was severenced by the 
vreat bulk of the people, and thus the reproach 
of this country has been wiped away. According 
to the predictions of those who valued property 
more than the discharge of their duty, and by 
whorn the claims of millions to Christian instruc- 
tion were regarded as a thing of nought, the in- 
troduction of Christian Missionaries would lead 
to rebellion, and occasion the loss of India to 
England. Such predictions had failed, and no 
instance had yet occurred of the public peace hav- 
ing been disturbed in consequeace of the introduc- 
tion or labors of the Missionaries. They were 
found the exemplars, as well as the dispensers of 
Christian charity, the instructors of youth, and the 
consolers of the afflicted. Wherever they went 
they were treated with respect, and whe inti- 
inately known, beloved. 

The meeting was most numerously attended, 
and a delightful Christian feeling seemed to per- 
vade the assembly. There was no lavishing of 
compliments on the living. We hope so good an 
example will be followed on this side of the At- 


lantic. 





SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL. 


Annual Meeting, May 25th, at the F.eemasons’ 
Hali—Archbishop of Canterbury in the chai. 
This, we believe, 1s the oldest Protestant Missioa- 
ary Society in existence, having been establisied 
in 1701. It is supported and managed principal- 
ly by lngh churchmen, while the Church Mission- 
ary Society is an institution in which both parties 
unite. 

Sir T. Ackland said, “ For one hundred and 
iwenty years the Christian church in our North 
American colonies had been emirely dependent 
on that Society for support, and in that respect 
the Society had discharged its duty well. From 
the Report they bad just heard that the Bishop of 
Nova Scotia had consecrated 44 churches in the 
course of his laie progress, and he trusted that as 
many would spring up when he next travelled 
through his diocese. The Repo drew a mel- 
ancholy picture of the state in which our colo- 
nies had once been, but now he was happy in be- 
ing able to contemplate the likeliliood of all their 
villages resembling, like Sherbrook. our Gye na- 
tive hamlets in comfort aad neatness, and, abave 
all, in presenting the village spires rising to the 
skies.” 

Rev. Dr. Phillpot’s complaining of the stinted 
efforts of the British Government in former years 
in favor of a “religious establishment” among 
her colonies, attributes lo this cause the Ameri 
can Revolution ! 

“The natural consequence of her inertness,” 
he says, “ had been, that the colonies, left to them- 
selves, had severed themselves from the mother 
country. Thirteen States had detached them: 
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selves, and were irretrievably lost: and thus was 
the greatest link of England for ever dismember- 
ed. (Cheers.) And the proof of the curse brought 
upon her by her neglect was, that during the re 
bellion that preceded the final separation, 
was the [Episcopal] clemgy, and the clergy 
ouly, that bad remamed fauhful to the cause 
of England. If, therefore, nothing more thon 
mere earthly policy were weighed in the bal- 
ance, it would be found that to neglect the re- 
Higious information of the colonies, was an un 
wise and uusale course.” 





SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONG 
THE JEWS. 


Anoual Meeting, Mav 4th, at the Freemasons’ 
Taverv,—Sir Thomas Baring in the chair. Ip 
his remarks introductory to the general exercises 
of the meeting, Mr. Baring said, A Rev. and ex 
cellent friend of mine was speaking the other day 
on the subject of that glorious work which jis co 
ing on in To soad and which is, [ think, no chime- 
ra, but what LE trust I may call the commencement 
of a new reformation in that country; and he 
then said, that what he desired, was not a reform 
ation wom Roman Catholicisin to Protestautisy 
—not from Leo to Lutber, but from Adam to 
Christ. So with regard to the Jews; the object 
of this Society is not to turn the Jews from the 
Synagogue to the Established Church—not mere. 
ly from the Talmud, with its traditions, to the let- 
ter of the pure Word of God, but from the Law 
of Moses, which canuot give life, to Him who is 
the truth and the life—fiom darkness to light— 
and from the power of Satan, unto the faith of 
Christ. This. Society has been established 10 
years; it has encountered the dangers and over- 
come the weakness of infancy ; advanced to child 
hood, where it had also to encounter opposition, 
and is now approaching to manhood. And al- 
though it bas still enemies to struggle with, 
amongst whom is the arch-enemy of man, yet, be 
ing founded upon the rock of the glorious Re 
deemer, and designing to promote his glory, it 
will, Dtrust, stand against the storm and the tem 
pest, and no weapon that is formed against it 
shall prosper. 

Rev. Mr. Wood addressed the Meeting very 
briefly, and introduced the children, as of the 
stock of Abraham, beloved for the father’s sake, 
and descended from tie stock of which Chirist 
came. Those who gave children a right educa- 
tion were encouraged by the Divine Word, which 
said, “Train up a child in the way he sh: val go, 
and when he is old he will vot depart from i.’ 
The number of children at present in the Schoo! 
was 49 Uirls, and 41 Boys, but there had passe d 
through the Schools above 300; and upon inqui 
ry into their present moral condition, it was a 
an extremely rare occurrence if any one of ther 
devrated from the course in which he had been in- 
structed. The Rev. Gentleman next addressed 
the cluidren in a very affectionate manner, and 
mentioned to them an isstance in which he had 
seen, ona dving bed, the great benefits of reli 
gious principles instiied into the mind at a very 
eurly age. 

The children then sung an anthem taken from 
Isaiah, and the Hesannah, in a very pleasing 
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The Report stated that subscriptions had been 
received from Ireland amounting to 1,150/., and 
from Scotland amouating to more than 400/.- 
ind that the total amount of subscriptions aad 
coutributions was nearly 14,0001, betng an in- 
crease of Twelve Hundred Pounds during the 
year. A spirit of inquiry had been awakened 
amongst the Jewish people. The Secretary had 
received visits from the Jews, and had been re- 
quested to visitthem. To the schools there were 
evident nvarks of the blessing of God; one of the 
girls had died during the year, and there was the 
hest reason to delieve that she died safely. The 
Report then related the progress of works ia 
course of translation into the Hebrew language, 
for the Polish Jews; and detailed the effects ot 
the Missionary labors. Mr. Wolf had been wel! 
received by the Jews in Holland, and other parts ; 
aud his former labors had been eminently suc- 
cessful in leading the Jews at Palestine and Con 





stantinople, to inquiry and reflection. In some 
parts they bad been greatly persecuted by thei 
unbelieving brethren ; but even in chains, and in 
the prospect of death itself, they had remained 
firm in their faith in Christ. The Schools, both 
and abroad, had been most successful, and 
ihe main object was to induce the Jews to read 
the Old Testament, freed from the injarious tra- 
ditions of men, by whom it had been greatly core 
rupted. Amongst the Jews of tne Levant, there 
was a great demand for the Scriptures. (Cheers. } 
Sir Robern H. Inglis, Bart., the Treasurer, sta- 
ted the accounts. The receipts from Sist March, 
826, to Sist March, 1827, were 18,125/,; of 
which the contributions of Auxiliary Societies and 
of Meetings, amounted to above 10,0001. ; the dis- 
bursements were 15,0507. 


i ere 





HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Annual meeting May 15th, at Great Qiieei- 
strect Chapel,—Mr. Alderman Venables in the 
chair. The following are extracts from the Re- 
port: 

It would have been too much to expect that this 
Society should entirely escape the storm which 
has passed over the commercial world ; but they 
have nevertheless reason to be thankful that it has 
suffered so little injuty. When they state that al- 
though mercantile affairs have been so unfavora- 
ble, the regular income has undergone no diminu- 
tion, they have surely reason to rejoice. They 
have, however, not had the benefit of some valua- 
ble resources arising from legacies and other casu- 
ahties from which their fuods had for several pre- 
vious years been replenished, and this has obliged 
them not only to withhold several grants which 
they would otherwise have gladly bestowed, and 
10 lessen others, but also to reduce the number 0! 
missionaries fiom forty to thirty-five ; nor could 
iney have continued these exertions but for the 
kinduess of the Treasurer, to whom they have in 
‘the course of the year been indebted for the loan 
of 1300 pounds. They have used the utmost pru- 
dence, or the expenditure would have been much 
greater; but had they diminished their present 
lebt, it would have been at the expense of their 
consciences, and they would have felt that though 
they might have discovered something of the wis- 
dom of “the children of this world,” they had been 
deficient in the exercise of that faith, which, whiie 
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it differs greatly from presumption, must at times 
urge us to go beyond the boundaries of baman 
foresight in the Christian practice of well doing. 

It would be but a repetition of former events to 
state the particulars of Chapels opeved, of schools 
formed, of libracies established, of Tracts distribu 
ied, of sick persons visited, of souls converted, of 
congregations gathered, and of churches formed. 
These are the consequent results of a steady per 
severance in the use of those means employed by 
this Society, and sanctioned by the Divine appro 
bat.oa. 

Your Committee continue to receive the most 
abundant proofs of the Divine blessing attending 
the labors of the missionaries, many of whose sta 
tions are frequently seen by some of their nnmber, 
or by other friends, and the encouraging state 
ments respecting them have often been more than 
confirmed. 

The missionaries still continue their labors among 
the Gipsies, and many pleasing communpications 
are received reporting the gratitude and attention 
they manifest when the missionaries preach to 
them the way of salvation. 

Nothing could more powerfully prove the need 
of your Society’s labors, than reports which have 
been recently furnished by the missionaries, and 
published in the Magazine and Chronicles of the 
Society, relating the awful violation of the Lord’s 
day by the numerous wakes and feasts which are 
to be found in almost every part of England, 
where drinking, swearing. gaming, wrestling, fight- 
ing, and all kinds of iniquity prevail. In some 
neighborhoods, at a certain time of the year, be- 
tween twenty and thirty of these are to be seen in 
one Sabbath day. The general prevalence of 
Sabbath sports also disgrace this Christian land, 
and is a mockery of the sacred command, “ Re 
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy!” To 
some places where your missionaries labor, these 
scenes are beginning to vanish, avd moral beauty 
adorns the once desolate wilderness. 

After reading the Report, of which the above 
are extracts, Mr. Thompson, the Treasurer, enter- 
ed into a brief detail of the state of the Society’s 
finances. He observed, that although they were 
not so encouraging as on some previous occasions, 
yet there was nothing in them to discourage the 
friends and patrons of the Society. One thousand 
pounds had been added to the funds since the 31s1 
of March; and in reference to the Society there 
Was every thing to animate zeal and quicken ex 
ertion. ‘Three thousand village children had been 
clothed and educated ; village churches had been 
formed, and nearly two hundred thousand peas 
ants had now the opportunity of hearing the glad 
tidings of redeeming love. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. Dyer said, that having been deputed by 
the Society of which he was Secretary, to peram- 
bulate one of the most extensive parishes in the 
country, he found that the churches were distant 
about ten or fourteen miles from each other ; and 
that, although the living was good three thousand 
pounds a year, the bread of life was not placed 
within the reach of one-tenth part of the inhabit- 
ants. (Hear, hear.) The rector of that parish en- 
joyed another living in Yorkshire, where he sel- 
dom resided, the duty being performed byahe cu- 
rate for sixty poundsa year. In fact, wherever he 


went, he found that the people were perishing for 
lack of knowledge. 


In the county of Northum- 
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berland, which contains a population of ten thou 
and souls, there was culy a church and a chapel, 
both of which could scarcely contain more than 
six hundred worshippers. (Hear, heat.) During 
his journey he met with a local preacher belong 
ing to the Wesleyan brethres, who informed him 
that in order to carry forward his spiritual aissio 
he had descended into the bowels of the earth, anu 
preached to the miners while they were ext ling 
the ove, A valuable friend of his, (Mr. Diver's 
who was a naval officer of high rank, and had beer 
converted to the Gospel by bis wife, mentioned to 
him that he was about to dispose of a family sea 
in Norfolk, as he could not refresh hos soul with 
spiritual things without going to Norwich, a dis 
tance of thirteen miles. His (Mr. D’s.) pilgrim 
age was cheered sometimes with green and lively 
spots, on which the Gospel shone with a clear and 
unclouded radiance ; but still he was sorry to say, 
that he encountered many barren and dreary pla 
ces, which were not greeted by one feeble, fitful 
rav. (Applanuse.) 

Rev. Mr. Richards, who had spent twenty-four 
years in the county of Worcester, said he could de- 
tail many touching village anecdotes,—but one 
would suffice to shew how the seed that was sown 
grew, and was multiplied, “ When | was taught 
iny letters,” said a little girl, “T taught father bis 
letters; when T could spell, [ taught father to 
spell; when I read the New Testament, father did 
so too; and all the portions of Scripture which I 
learnt, were learnt by father also.” (Applause.) 
The reverend gentleman concluded by stating, 
that as long as health and strength remained to 
him, he would contribute to the success of the So- 
ciety. 

The Rev. Mr. Stratton, of Paddington, said, 
How necessary the existence of the Society was, 
might be judged from the fact, that in the village 
of Kilborn, which contained upwards of teu thon- 
sand souls there was no place of worship open for 
their reception. A church had indeed been erec 
ted, but from some cause or other, no minister of 
the Gospel could be induesd to enter it; and there 
it stood, like a bell without the clapper. (A langh.) 
Could it be believed that in Monmouth—in Eng- 
land—a poor woman nearly eighty years of age, 
had been tied to the tail of a colt, until she con- 
fessed that she had bewitched it? (Hear, heur.) 
Could it be credited that such deplorable igno- 
rance, such debasing superstition, still existed in 
this country ? 

Rev. Mr. Burnet said, When we considered 
that the man who fell before the shrine ef Bedhou 
in Hindostan, was not more alienated from the 
God whom we served, than the man who taised 
his proud head in mighty England, and neglected 
his heavenly Father, ought we pot to succour the 
exertions of a Society like the present? If we 
saw around us men perishing for the lack ol 
knowledge, although their downward path to per- 
dition was strewed with fading and delusive gar- 
lands, should we not turn them aside from the 
ruin which impended over their heads, in ordes 
that they night bear testimony to the excellence 
of the glorious God in the shriues erected iw the 
face of Jesus Christ. (Loud applause.) 

Great as England was ins arts aod in arms-- 
greatly as she was extending ber influ 
aud rendering effective every blow she struck, 
whether she drew the sword or lifted up her hands, 
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and deeply as the emblems of grandeur were in- 
dented on the column of her fame—yet it would 
add to her something more grand and more illus- 
tious, and would secure to her a more elevated 
rank among the nations of the world, if she could 
tell them, that from east to west, and north to 
south, of her dominions, Jebovah reigned in the 
hearts of her people. (Immense applause.) When 
rest ny op her spear, and leaning on her shield, in 
order to survey her conquest, she would be raised 
higher towards the point to which her character 
and lier priviliges could carry her. if she bowed at 
the foot of Calvary’s cross, and informed her sons 
that there the blood was shed for a ransomed 
world. (Loud applause.) For these hallowed ob- 
jects the Missionary Society had been formed,— 
Ireland, too, being taught the truth which was so 
widely circulated in England, was made to feel 
her value, know her strength, and measure her im- 
portance ; and its influence had induced many 
men in that unhappy country to burst the feiters 
of ignorance which confined them. (Applause.) 
Thus mighty Lundon, the queen and mi-tress of 
the world, consulted her own interests, and those 
of her colonies, in shewing that Jesus was the way 
and the life. He, therefore, united in an expres- 
sion of thanks to those “attached friends,” who 
had contributed to that glorious result; and fear 
lessly committed the stately vessel of the Mission 
ary Society to new adventures and discoveries. |i 
it was destinéd to ride through many a storm, to 
be tossed about at the mercy of wind and wave, 
and repeatedly to be run aground, be did not des 
pair that the gallant crew who manned it, would 
carry it wana through every peril that beset its 
Voyage, and bring it to land, in order that the sons 
of England might hail it as the ark of God. (Loud 
and long-continued applause.) 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN MAGA- 
ZINES. 

The Anglo-Chinese College, at Malacca, su- 
“cymes can hy the Missionaries, Rev. Messrs 

umphreys and Collie, contains at present twep 
ty-six stadents, the offspring of Chinese fathers 
and Malayan mothers. They all read Chinese, 
though Maylayan is their vernacular tongue ; and 
six of them read and speak English intelligitly. 
Nearly all the books they read are decidedly 
Christian, and truiy evangelical. The library of 
the College contains a respectable collection of 
books and a small museum of curiosities. Tracts. 
religions books, and the Scriptures are printed 
here for distribution among the Chinese. 


The Missionaries at Malacca have 7 schools un- 
‘der their care, containing about 250 half cast Cli- 
nese boys. These schools aie established on deci- 
dedly Christian principles, and are training up 
schoolmasters for future service, “ among their 
own bation.” 


Near Georgetown, (Pulo Penang) the Roman 
Catholics have a College for educating Chinese 
youths, to prepare them for missionaries in China. 
Five youths have lately been sent from it to Chi- 
na, a d 15 more remain in it. The Roman 
Cathoiics have a school in Georgetown contain- 
ing 90 boys—andthe Episcopalians another con- 
taining about 50. 


Abstracts from Foreign Magazines. 





[Jcxr, 


na, have earnestly applied to Mr. Kam for Chris- 
iran-teachers, and five have been sent to them.— 
Two others have proceeded to Banda, of which 
island they are natives, 


The English missionaries at Bombay, say in 
their last letters; “ We have given you an undis 
guised statement of facts, in which, though ehere 
is little to animate, yet we hope there is nothing 
which onght to discourage. Many children are 
taught the principles of the oracles of God, num- 
bers hear the gospel, the scriptures and Tracts are 
widely circulated, and every day that passes away, 
is bringing the time of success a step nearer.” 

A part of Southern Africa, hitherto but little 
known, and recently visited by Mr. Miles, Super- 
intendent of the Sauth African Mission, is said to 
* present a wide field for missionary efforts ; the 
country is fertile, capable of sustaining a large 
population ; the people are numerous, and ready 
to receive the gospel ; and the facilities of conmu- 
nication with the colony are easy and numerous.” 
The ignorance of the people, of the arts of civili- 
zed lile, is displayed in the fact incidentally men- 
tioned—that “when they saw our waggons des- 
cending the banks of Bashoe, they at first sight 
took them to be living creatures, and the wheels 
to be their legs, with oxen walking before them.” 


The mission schools in the istand of Madagas- 
car, contain 2051 scholais—average attendance 
1705. These schools are not only patronized by 
the King Radama, but he takes a very lively inter- 
est in their prosperity. A public examination is 
annually held, on which occasions his majesty 
usually presides, and enters with great interest in- 
to all the details of the meeting. 


A Madagascar Missionary Schoo! Society has 

been formed at Tananarivou, with the sanction 
of the king, and several important Gonations have 
been received for its support from residents in the 
capital and at the Mauritius. A public library 
has also been lately commenced, in order to open 
the stores of general knowledge to those who are 
engaged in learning English. The population of 
Madagascar is four millions. 
Alexander Birnie, Esq. has generously given a 
free passage to three missionaries and their wives 
to Tahiti, with storage on hoard for numerous 
large packages, comprising beside the baggage of 
the missionaries, various articles and stores for the 
use of the mission. Such generosity deserves to 
be recorded for the honor of Christ, and for the 
imitation of others, whose ships are the Lord’s, and 
who by such liberality can greatly relieve the funds 
of Foreign Mission Societies. 


In Southern India, 1100 families of natives, 
scattered over 128 villages, have renounced Hin- 
duism and avowed Christianity. A similar move- 
ment is taking place to the northward of Calcut- 
ta. 

The Madras Auxiliary Missionary Society has 
established. 48 schools containing 1315 children 
—and employs 33 readers, several of whom are 
instant in season and out of season in doing good 
—going fiom house to house, and from village to 
village, calling all to repentance. These readers 
are under the immediate direction of the Mission- 
aries, and receive particular instruction from them 
every week or fortnight, on doctrinal and experi- 
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In Berbice, (S. America) slave labor on the Sab- 
bath day, and Sunday markets have been abolish- 
ed by an “ Ordinance of the Lieut. Governor and 
Council?” and the result has been the crowding 
of the Missionary chapel with slaves, the filling up 
of the schools, and a great anxiety to learn, both 
among adults and children. All meetings for re- 
ligious instruction are well attended. The institu- 
tion of marriage is beginning to be honored. 

In London alone it is computed that from five 
to seven hundred thousand human beings never 
hear the gospel and never can hear tf, from the 
lack of suitable accommodation in the existing 
places of religious worship. 

Jn 197 places in England, whose aggregate 
popniation is $,548,000, only 500,000 can find ad- 
mission to churches of the establishment already 
built. The remaining $,048,000 are left by the 
rulers of the church, either to be provided for by 
Protestant dissenters, or to perish in ignorance and 
vice. 

Church Missionary Society.—lt appears from 

the late Report of this Society, that within the 
past year, (ending April 30:b, 1827,) 9 of thei 
missionaries have deceased, 11 have returned 
home, 2 have gone back to their stations, 14 new 
missionaries have proceeded to their labors, 10 
have been ordained by the Bishop of London, 73 
have offered themselves as candidates foi the miss 
ionary work, and 20 have been received as can 
didates. Students in the Minsionary Seminary at 
Islington, 31; of whom 8 are o:dafved.—The 
number of missions under the care of the Society, 
is 9; stations, 56; missionaries of European on- 
gin, 124, viz. 48 clergymen, 31 laymen, and 49 
women. Natives employed at the stations, 373 ; 
of whom 3 are ordained, S47 are catechists, 
schoolmasters, &c. and 23 are women. Total 
number of missionary laborers, of all descriptions 
497.— Male schools, 220; temale 77, of which 68 
are in India; gewerol schools, 17. Total, 314; 
containing an aggregate of 14,267 scholars, viz. 
10,213 boys, 3,209 girls, 1,559 of whom are in In- 
dia, and 845 adults. Number of ianguages in 
which the Gospel is preached or children instruct- 
ed, 10.—V. Y. Obs. 


Rev. Joseph Wolff.—Ovn the 27th of May, this 
indefatigable Missionary, with his wife Lady 
Georgiana, returned to London fiom a short tour 
on the Continent. He first proceeded to Ainster- 
Jam, where he remained about a month. 

During this time, says the Jewish Expositoi 
for June, he was in constaut daily communication 
with many of his brethren, who received hin wi h 
much kindness, and listened with aitention to wha: 
he had to set before them. Underthe sancion of 
the proper authorities a public meeting was held, 
which was namerously atteuded, and at whici 
Mr. W., after detailing his own views aud rela 
ting the history of his late mission to the East, de 
livered a very forcible address to soine of tis Jew- 
ish brethren who were present, We have the 
pleasure to add, that the meeting at Auisterdam 
excited attention in other places, aud that Mr. 
Wolff immediately received au invitation trom the 
heads of the University of Leyden to atiend a 
similar meeting in that city, and that meetings al 
so were afterwards held at Zyst, at. Dusseithal, at 
Barnhem, at Uwecht, and again a second weeting 
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INFANT BAPTISM. 


Although we believe Baptism to be a divine ordi- 
nance, once delivered to the saints, yet we have here- 
tofore, cautiously, and designedly, avoided making it 
a subject of controversy; preferring, rather, to suffer 
slander and reproach, even in the house of our friends, 
than to call up any unchristian feelings in those, with 
whom we differ. Regardless of the many hard say- 
ings, challenges, and denunciations, made by our Bap- 
tist brethren, in the religious publications devoted to 
their interest, we have pursued a course, which, we 
thought would best promote the cause of religion gen- 
erally, and the salvation of souls, without regard to 
any sectarian interests.—But while we have been thus 
engaged, they have been bending all their efferts, to 
disseminate and inculcate their own peculiar senti- 
ments. Not content, with excluding their own off- 
spring from the church of God, and baptizing mem- 
bers of their own communion, by immersion, they 
have denounced all, who differ from them, as heathen 
and unbelievers. They appear to attach as much con- 
sequence, to the act of being plunged, all over, in 
water, as they do to the ordinance of Baptism itself, 
when there is no command, nor a word of proof in 
the’ Bible, that any one, was ever baptized by immer- 
sion, in the days of the apostles, or the early ages of 
the Christian church. Fromthe manner in which 
accounts of revivals of religion are given, one would 
—ithat there 


’ 


suppose that water ‘‘ cleanseti from all sin’ 
was no other test of conversion—no other way to put 
on Christ—to die uato sin—to be planted into the 
likeness of his death, but to be buried under water. 

** The Christian Secretary,” a paper “ published at 
Hartford, for the Connecticut Baptist Convention,” 
and by them highly approved, and recommended, at 
their late meeting, for its moderation and ability, 
among a hundred like sayings, contains the following. 

‘ Hence, its professed advocates being judges, we 
are constrained to believe infant baptism, or unbe- 
liever's baplism, a human invention, originating in the 
same age, and supported by the same authority, as 
spells, exorcisms, prayer for the dead, the invecation 
and canonization of saints, purgatory, religious fee 
tivals, infant communion, &c. and if that is right, so 
also are these,”’ 

‘‘ The first Lord’s day in the current month, was a 
very solemn and interesting day in Newton. The 
first Congregational Church in the town received 
thirty additional members, fifteen of whom, we under- 
stand, had water applied to the face. The Baptist 
received nineteen additional members, all of whom 
‘went down into the water, and were buried with 
Christ in Baptism—were plaoted together in the like 
ness of his death.’ ”’ 

‘‘ Nothing but immersion is valid baptism.” 

“ We view Pedo-baptists in g«neral, unqualified for 
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper. That this dis- 


qualification consists principally ia a want of piety, 





at Amsterdam at his return hither, 


of orthodoxy and Baptism.”’ 
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Although itis a light thing to be judged of men, 
yet we are sorry tosee nine-tenths of the Christian 
church thus anathematised, because they do not under- 
stand the scriptures in the same light with their more 


favoured brethren. 


guage published tothe world, by those whom we love 
and wish to treat as brethren in Christ, although they 


may be too pure and holy to acknowledge us as such. | 


In the remarks which we have pubjished, in preced- 
ing numbers, it has been clearly shewn, from scripture, 
that lafants Were circumcised and admitted into cov- 
enant with God, on the faith of parents, and that pa- 
rents, are still under obligations, enforced by the 
command of God, to dedicate their children to him 
in baptism. That this was so understood by the 
Apostles, is evident. from their practice of baptizing 
men and their households, or families, without any 
directions to exclude Infants: and it is farther evident 
from the fuct that Infant Baptism was uniformly prac- 
tiesd by the Christian Church, without opposition even 
from the days of the Apostles, till within three or four 
centuries of the present time; in proof of which Dr. 


Dwight has appended to one of his sermons the fol- 
lowing. 


We are sorry for the cause of re- 
Jigion to have such unchristian, such pharisaical lan- 


Charity. [ Jury, 

tive and learned man; and mueat, therefore, have beep 
well informed concerning preceding periods. At the 
same time, the doctrine of lufant Baptism was objected 
against his own opinions by St, dugustin, in such a man- 
ner, that Pelagivs knew not how tu answer the objection 
Still these are his own assertions 

* A persoa, who employed himself extensively in ex- 
amining this subject, gives the following result of all his 
inquiries ‘First: During the first four hundred years 
from the formation of the Christian Church, Tertullicy 
ouly urged the delay of Baptism to Infants, and that on!; 
in Some cases; and Gregory only delayed it, perhaps, | 
his own children. But neither any society of men, no: 
any individual, denied the lawfulness of baptizing Infants. 

“¢ Secondly: In the next seven hundred years, ther: 
was not a society, nor an individual, who even pleaced 
for this delay ; much less any, who denied the right or th: 
duty, of Infant Baptism.’ 

** Thirdly: In the year eleven hundred and twenty, on¢ 
sect of the Waldenses declared against the Baptism of Tn- 
fants; because they supposed them incapable of salva- 
tion, Beat the main body of that people rejected the 
opinion as heretical ; and the sect, which held it; soon 
came to nothing.’ } 

“¢ Fourthly : The next appearance of this opinion was 
in the year 1522.’ 

* Had the Baptism of Infants heen ever discontinued 
by the Church ; or had it been introduced in any age 
subsequent to that of the Apostles; these things eould 
not have been; nor could the history of them have been 
found.” 








DEEDS OF CHARITY. 





“ Justin Martyr, born near the close of the first centu- 
ry, observes, when speaking of those who were members 
of the Church, that ‘ a part of these were sixty or seventy 
years old, who were made disciples to Christ from their In- 
fancy.’ But there never was any othe: mode of making 
disciples, from Infaney, except Baptis.n. 

‘Jrenwus, bern about the year 97, a disciple of Poly. 
carp, who was a disciple of John, says, * Christ cam to 
save all persons, who by him are born again unto Ged ; T[n- 

fants and little ones, and children, and youths, and elde, 


Bring ye all the tithes into the store-house, that 
there may be meal in mine house, and prove me now 
herewith. saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows gf heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall nol be room enough to receive it.—Mal. 
iii, 10. . 

Itisa matter of surprise that the children of light 
as well as the children of this world, should be so dis- 








persons, By being born again, Ireneus intends being 
baptized, as he himself elsewhere clearly shows. ‘ 

“ Tertullian, born about the same time with [ren 
says, ‘ The delay of Baptism is more useful, according to 
every person s condition, and disposition, and even their age ; 
but especially with regard to littie children” The reason, 
which he urges for this delay, is that their faith was not 
entire, or complete. As Tertullian is here divectly opposing 
the common opinion; it ts obvious, that litthe children 
were then commonly baptized. The reason, why Tertud- 
lian proposed this delay, was, that he attributed to Bap 
tism av importance, not given to it by the Scriptures. 

* Origen, born about the year 184, and a man of more 
information than any one of his time, says, ‘ Infaunis are 
baptized for the remission of sins” Andagain; * The 
Church hath received the tradition trom the Apostics, that 
Baptism ough! to be administered to Infants.’ 

* Cuprian, who was cotemporary with Origen, says, 
that ‘ sixty-six bishops, being convened in a Council at 
Carthage, having the question referred to them, ‘ Whether 
Infants might be baptized before they were eight deys old, 
decided unanimorisly, tat no Infant is to Le prohibited from 
the benett of Baptism, althon gh but just born.’ 

“6 Gregory Nazianzen, born in the early part of the 
fourth century, exhorts parents to offer their children to 
God iw Baptism. 

“ Saint Augustin, bern in the middle of the fourth cen- 
tury, says, ‘ The whole Church practices Infant Baptism ; 
at was not Instituted by Councils. but wus always in use.’ 
He also says, that he did not remember ever to hare read of 
any person. whether catholic or heretic. who mairtzined, 
that Baptism ought to be denied to Infants, * This,’ he 
pays, * the Church has always maintained.’ 

“ Pelagius.a contemporary with Agustin, declares, 
that ‘ he had never heard even any impious Heretic, who as- 
serted, that Infants are not to be baptized’ Again he asks, 
§ Who can he so impious, as to hinder the Baptism of In- 

fonts? = Pelogins ix here a witness of high authority 
He was born in Britain ; and wavelied through France. 
Jialy, Africa Proper, and Egupt to Jerusalem, Had such 
a practice exisied in his time; it seems impossible that 
be should pot have heard of it. Fle was also an inquisi- 
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trustful of the promises of God, that they dare not 
“cast their bread upon the waters,” for fear they 
shall never find it again. They dare not even lend a 
dollar to promote the cause of benerolence, on the se- 
curity of Him, in whom they live, and meve, & have 
their being ; and who is the giver of all their mercies. 

As the season is at hand when the collectors of our 
Missionary Associations will call for the offering 
which we have laid by in store,—or when the Ameri- 
can Board in behalf of the heathen, are calling for 
help, help, from all,—we subjoin the following appro- 
priate remarks from Edwards, on the Revival. 


** God's people, at such a time as this, ought especi- 
ally to abound in deeds of charity, or alms-giving. 
We generally, in these days, seem to fall far below 
the true spirit and practice of Christianity, with re- 
gard to this duty, and seem to have but little notion of 
it, so far as I can understand the new testament. At 
a time when God is so liberal of spiritual things, we 
ought not to be strait-handed towards him, and spar- 
ing of our temporal things. So far as I can judge by 
the scripture, there is no external duty whatsoever, 
by which persons will be so much in the way, not on- 
ly of receiving temporal benefits, but also spiritua! 
blessings, the influences of God’s holy Spirit in the 
heart, in divine discoveries, and spiritual consolations. 
1 think it would be unreasonable to understand those 
promises, made to this duty, in Isa. lviii, in a sense 
exclusive of spiritual discoveries and comforts. Isa 
lviii. 7. &c. ‘Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 
and that thou bring the poor that are cast out, to thy 
house? When thou seest the naked that thou cover 
him, and thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh! 
Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and 
thy health shall spring forth speedily, and thy righte 
ousness shal] go before thee, and the glory of t! 
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Lord shall be thy re-ward: then shalt thou call, ana 
the Lord shall answer, thou shalt cry, and he shall 
say. here am. If thou take away from the midst of 
thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and 
speaking vanity ; and if thou draw out thy soul to the 
hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall thy 
light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the 
neoa-day ; and the Lord shall guide thee continually, 
and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and 
like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.’ So, 
that giving to the poor is the way to receive spiritual 
blessings, is manifest by Psalm cxii. 4. &e. ‘Unto 
the upright, there ariseth light in the darkness ; he is 
gracious and full of compassion, and righteous: A 
good man sheweth favour and lendeth, he will guide 
his affairs with discretion; surely be shall not 
be moved forever; the righteous shall be in ever- 
lasting remembrance; he shall not be afraid of 
evil tidings, his heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord; 
lis heart is established, he shall uot be afraid, un- 
ul he see his desire upon his enemies: He hath 
dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his born 
shall be exalted with honour.’ That this is one 
likely means to obtain assurance, is evident by 1 
John iii. 18, 19. “My little children, let us not 
love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and 
in truth; and hereby we know that we are of the 
truth, andl shall assure our hearts before him.’ 
‘‘Some may possibly object that for persons to do 
deeds of charity, in hope of obtaining spiritual bless- 
ings and comforts in this way, would seem to shew a 
self-righteous spirit, as though they would offer some- 
thing to God, to purchase these favours. But if this 
be a good objection, it may be made against every 
duty whatsoever. All external duties of the first 
table will be excluded by it, as well as those of the 
second. First table duties have as direct a tendency 
to raise self-righteous persons’ expectations of reeeiv- 
ing something from God, on account of them, as se- 
cond table duties; and on some accounts more, for 
those duties are more immediately offered fo God. 
aod therefore persons are more ready to expect some- 
thing from God for them. But no duty is to be ne- 
glected, for fear of making a righteousness of it. 
And {| have always observed, that those professors 
that are most partial in their duty, exact and abun- 
dant in external duties of the first table, and slack as 
to those of the second, are the most self-righteous. 
“If God’s people ia this land, were once brought to 
abound in such deeds of love, as much as in praying, 
hearing, singing, and religious meetings and confer- 
ence, it would be a most blessed omen: there is no- 
thing would have a greater tendency to bring the God 
of love down from lheavea to the earth: so amiable 
would be the sight, in the eyes of our loving and ex- 
alted Redeemer, that it would soon as it were fetch 
him down from his throne in heaven, to set up his 
tabernacle with men on the earth, and dwell with them. 
I do not remember ever to have read of any remark- 
able out-pouring of the spirit, that continued any long 
time, hint what was attended with an abounding in 
this duty. So we know it was with that great efiusion 
of the spirit that began at Jerusalem in the apostles’ 
days: and so in the late remarkable revival of reli- 
gion in Saxony, which began by the labours of the 


famous professor Franck, and has now been carried | 


on for above thirty years, and has spread its happy 
influences into many parts of the world; it was begun 


and has been carried on, by a wonderful practice of 


this duty. And the remarkable blessing that God has 
given Mr. Whitefield, and the great success with which 
he has crowned him, imay well be thought to be very 
much owing to his laying out himself so abundantly 
in charitable designs. And it is foretold, that God's 
people shall abound in this duty, in the time of the 
great out-pouring of the spirit that shall be in the lat- 
ter days, Isa. xxxii. 5,8. ‘The vile person shall no 
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more be called liberal, nor the churl said to be boun- 
tiful. But the liberal deviseth liberal things, aud by 


liberal things shall he stand,’ ” . 





UNPARALLELED PATRONAGE. 


Fifteen thousand of the Christian Advocate and 
Journal, a paper published in New-York, for the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, are issued weekly ; and 
the conductors contemplate increasing the number to 
20,000 at the commenc®tment of the next volume, in 
September. The price of the paper.is $2 in ad- 
vance, $2.50 if not paid in one month, and 33 Uf not 
paid before the close of the year. Ought not Chris- 
tians of our communion to encourage religious publi- 
cations more than they do? Perhaps there is no 
means in operation, aside from preaching the gospel! 
and circulating the Bible, that has so powerful an in- 
fluence on community,—and every Christian ought 


to take one. 


Revivals of Weligion. 





We are inforined that a promising work of grace 
has lately commenced in Madison, (formerly East 
Guilford,) a few miles east of this city. It is thought 
that more than thirty give evidence of a saving 
change. Among the number is an aged sinner who 
has stood all the day idle in his master’s vineyard, 
even till the eleventh hour. He is about 8) years 
old, but still not too old to feel the necessity of being 
born again. 


EDMESTON, OTSEGO CO. NWN, X. 


The last Baptist Register, contains a letter from 
a clergyman to the editor, giving an account of a 
revival in this place. 

The good work in this place commenced ina 
district school, taught by one of the students of the 
Theological Seminary at Hamilton, The pions 
instructions of this teacher, accompanied by the 
earnest addresses they heard him make at the 
throne of grace, were blessed, in the hands of God 
to the awakening of several of the larger scholars. 
A deep solemnity soon pervaded the school. The 
ustial hours for recreation were now spent in 
searching the scriptures; and the big tear often 
hespoke the troubles of a wounded spirit, while 
the thoughtless began to enquire, ‘ what meaneth 
this?’ The light of eternity seemed to dawn. It 
was as solemn as silence in thick darkness. Meet- 
ings were thronged ; Christians beheld the scene, 
and began to have great searching of heart. The 
spirit helped the infirmities of the saints, and they 
hegan to agonize at the throne of grace. It was 
the set time, the day of salvation, and souls were 
horn into the kingdom. Both parents and chil- 
dren obtained * joy and gladness.’ Scholars from 
neighbouring districts, visiting this school, were 
made to share the blessings of the new covenant, 
and by this means, became the happy iustroments 
of sowing the seeds of the kingdom in their own 
neighborhoods. | have bapiized, since the com- 
mencement of the revival, filty-thiee.” 

More were hoping, aud the work was still iy 
progress, 


REVIVAL IN PORTSMOUTH VA. 





The Portsmouth Palladium of June 26th says, 
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We feel it is a duty to inform those of our friends 
ata distance who are interested in the subject of 
moral refoyn, and in the practical success of the 
Gospel, that there is a degree of religious excite- 
ment in Portsmouth which beggars description. 
and is, within the recollection of the oldest inhab- 
tants, entirely unprecedented here, this excitement 
is not confined to any particular denomination, vor 
to age, sex, or condition. The aged and the 
youth, the rich and the poor, male and female, are 
nightly prostrated at the foot of the altars of our 
churches, presenting a spectacle truly impressive 
and affecting to the most relentless. Nor are these 
devotional exeicises confined to the churches— 
the dwelling houses of our citizens, with few ex- 
ceptions, are appropriated to purposes of religions 
worship ; anc the whole town presents the impres 
sive aspect of a religious camp. 

We pretend not to give a description of the im- 
pressive sence now exhibiting in our town, for 
which we are entirely incompetent. We may ven 
ture, however, to affirm, that it is one the exhibi- 
tion of which cannot be ranked among ordinary 
occurrences. 

The Editors of the Norfolk Beacon, (also a po- 
litical paper,) thus remarks on the above :— 

The uncommon revival of religion and the num 
ber of converts to the holy cause of the Gospel, is 
not confined to our sister town of Portsmouth, In 
Norfolk, the City of Williamsburgh, Isle of Wight, 
York, Surry, and the adjacent counties, there 
bas been recently the most extiaordinary demon- 
stration, that the Spirit of grace 1s actively enga 

ged in reclaiming degenerate man trom the evil 
of his ways. We have heard of many, lace In the 
bonds of iniquity, who have laid bold on the prom. 
ises of the Gospel, and bid fair to become shini: g 
lights in the Charch. Such intelligeace must be 
grateful to every rational mind. 


_—_ 


REPORT 


On the State of Religion in Maine, made at Hal- 
lowell before the General Conference, June 28th. 
1827. 


The conference system has so far gone into ope. 
ration among us, that much of its utility bas been 
seen, and felt and enjoyed. We believe that if « 
voice should be heard by our churches saying to 
them, you must dissolve these covenants by which 
you pledge yourselves to meet, and dismiss these 
your solemn assemblies, and not convene for mu- 
tual consultation and devotion,—sharing in each 
others joys and sorrows,—and the voice were con 
sidered 4s coming from authority that must be o 
beyed, a depression would be brought upon ou 
best feelings, and we should grieve that a precious 
privilege was taken away. 

Thus we have travelicd over the State of Maiuve 
— We find 8 Conferences and one County withour 
a Conference. Que hundred & twenty-five chu: ch- 
es wssociated, and in these churches abowt 6500 
members. Seventy-three only of these church. 
es have settled pastors, leaving 53 destnute. Beside 
these charches thus united in Conference, there 
are some in almost every county, nominally con- 
gregational, that have not connected themselves 
with these bodies. These probably amount to 
about 30; making the whole number in the state 
about 155. 





Report.—Sabbath Schools. 
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ny important reasons. Among others to be men. 
tioned, it looks after the destitute and sends to 
them a measure of the relief they want. Lo every 
Conference we believe collecuons are taken up fox 
this object. And also all the good which has been 
done in addition to what would have been effecied 
by other existing means. Perhaps between seven 
and ten years of missionary lubor has been provi- 
ded by all these Conferences. And this amount 
of good come. into existence almost solely as con- 
nected with the Conference system. For tiie 
funds of Maine Missionary Society it is believed! 
are not at al] diminished by these collections. Be- 
tween these Conferences and that Society, there 
is the most desirable, harmony ; and if they have 
in some respects the same field of labor, they euter 
upon it not as jealous competitors to supplant each 
other, but as emulous each of them to do all the 
good they can. . 

The desirable harmony prevailing within the 

limits of these conferences is another token for 
good. This harmony discovers uself not only in 
the unity of feeling and sentunents which exist 
among us, but also in the great similarity of means 
employed in our churches to effect ihe most desir- 
able of all purposes. In nearly all if not the whole 
of the churches in this connection, the monthly 
concert of prayer is observed. Sabbath schools 
and Bible classes have also very generally been 
established, and gone into successful operation. 
These spiritual means for the benefit of the rising 
generation, and for the couversion of the world, 
have been followed by evidences of divine appro- 
bation. 
The summary view thus given of our Zion pre- 
sents many encouraging facts to sustain our faith 
and hopes. We are able to speak of places in 
more than half of these Conferences, where God 
is at this time communicating the gracious influ- 
ences of his Holy Spirt. And we are able in 
some of these instances to notice the means which 
went before, and with which these most desirabla 
of all blessings seemingly had a most intimate 
connection. An anxious desire for these mercies, 
importunate prayer that they might be bestowed, 
in connection with the exhibition of scripture 
truth, may be mentioned as the almost invariable 
precursors of these precious seasons. And indeed 
as soon as the feelings of professors have in any 
considerable measure become interested as they 
ought, the other divinely appointed means seemed 
immediately to be efficacious, and showers of mer- 
cy have descended upon the dry and thirsty heri- 
tage. Let then the people of God continue to 
pray and use the means which He has appointed 
and the whole earth will soon be filled with the 
glory of God. 





SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


From the Appendix te the Report of the Wesleyan Fe- 
male Sabbath School in Baltimore. 


We ae happy to add, that since writing the 
above report, the deepest and mast heart-felt grat- 
itude which the human breast is capable of feel- 
ing, has been called forth from us to acknowledge 
the unmerited goodness of Him, who, when on 
earth, exhibited his love to children by taking in- 
fants in bis arms, and saying, “ Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not,” and 





This system of Conference is valuable for ma- 


who now manifests his approval of sabbath Schoo 
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exertions by displaying his willingness ahd power 
to illuminate the youthful understanding, expand 
the little heart, and make those who can scarcely 
lisp the vame of Immanuel, capable of knowing, 
loving, and serving the Lord. 

On the afternoon of the last sabbath in May, 
which was the time appointed for distributing pre 
misms in our school, and upon which interesting 
occasion many of the friends of sabbath schools 
assetnbled with us to see our pupils receive their 
merited rewards, our heavenly Father, whose pre- 
se: ce we always have, evinced his delight by pour- 
ing apon our school a mure copious effusion of bis 
Holy Spirit than was ever before witnessed among 
us. Alter the premiums were delivered and we 
had solemuly bowed before God to ask his bene- 
diction, one of the largest girls was heard to cry 
aloud tor merey; and when we had united our 
voices in singing, several other children mingled 
their cries with bers, and the number of mourners 
continued to increase, until there was scarcely a 
child to be seen with her head erect. The com- 
passionate and joyful hearts of the teachers mov- 
ed them to mix among the children, willing to be 
co-workers with God and bis ministers, and en 
deavour to teach these li(tle mourners the plan of 
salvation, and lead their young minds to contem- 
plate Him who left the glory of bis Father’s king- 
dow, and condescended to dwell personally among 
men; submitting himself to every suffering which 
the callous heart of man was capable of inflicting, 
ond finally to the iguominious death of the cross ; 
that lost and ruined man might be saved from the 
degradation of the fall, and be restored to the fa- 
vor and image of God. And we rejuice to relate 
that this effort was not made in vain, but the Holy 
Ghost descended, the spirit of illumination was 
imparied, and before the close of day had adinon- 
ished usto retire, we bad the happiness to hear 
thirteen of our pupils rejoicing in the expermment- 
al knowledge that God had power on earth to for- 
give sins. During the afternoon the pathetic cries 
and groans of the girls, reached the ears of the 
boys, who were receiving instruction in the room 
below ws. As soon as their school was closed, 
they wese led by some superior impulse to approach 
our doors; about four and twenty entered, and 
e:e long sixteen of them were upon their bended 
knees, imploring the mercy of God in the forgive- 
ness of their sins, aud four of them were soon en- 
abled to rejuice in God their Saviour. And when 
we thought it proper to conclude our meeting, 
many of our little girls departed, apparently seek- 
ing with earnestness the salvation of their souls. 

We believe God will not stcp here, but will con- 
tinue to manifest his ability and readiness to save 
all who will come untu him. But let us rewem- 
ber, dear teachers, that much depends upon vs, 
notwithstanding the Author of all good can work 
with or without means; yet we see his ordinary 
mode of proceeding is by making one mortal a 
help to another, and thus showing the human fam- 
ily their dependance upon each other. Let us 
therefore determine now, to evince our gratitude 
for what God bas done, by devoting all our talents, 
whether smail or great, many or few, in endeavor- 
ing to advance the interests of bis kingdom, and 
the extension of the knowledge of salvation. Let 
our future exertions be unlimited and unwearied : 
and who knows but we may one day be enabled 
to say, that not only the teachers, but the children 
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too, are of “one fold, under one Shepherd.” 
That this may be the happy condition of every 
school, we will earnestly pray, in the name, and 
for the sake of Christ our Redeemer! Amen. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The following extract will no doubt be gratify- 
ing to those of our readers who feel interested m 
Sunday Schools, inasmuch as it comes from one 
who has repeatedly visited this village and vicini- 
ty, in years past, and to whose exertions under 
God, we are in some degree indebted for the pros-, 
perity which our schools now enjoy. Mr. Osgood 
went to England about two years and a halfago, 
where he was instrnmental in forming a society 
for promoting education and industry in Canada, 
He is the agent of that Society, and now in Cana- 
da zealously engaged in the prosecution of plans 
for the furtherance of its benevolent objects. 

Extract of a letter from Rev. Thaddeus Osgood 
to Rev. Mr. Penny of this village, dated June 
28, 1827. 

“The Lord is doing great things for our Indi- 
ans. Within one year a most astonishing altera- 
tion has been produced among several of the tribes. 
I have recently seen several hundreds of them 
convened for worship. At different places I have 
had opportunity to preach to them by means of 
an interpreter, and it is peculiarly gratifying to see 
with what solemnity and reverence they attend 
upon the preached gospel. | 

[am anxious to hear how you are prewenes 
with respect to your Sunday School Union an 
Tract Society. Could I meet with your Presby- 
tery or Synod, I should rejoice to have the privi- 
lege of attempting to provoke them to love and 
yood works, by telling them what I have seen in 
England, and in Scotland, respecting the advan- 
tages of Sunday Schools and Tract Societies.— 
Rochester Obs. 








EXTRACT FROM A SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONARY. 


Canandaigua, May 21, 1827. 


The Sabbath Schoo! cause is rapidly gaining 
ground in this region. It is the deliberate opin- 
ion of the must intelligent and efficient Christians 
in this country, that this Institution involves not 
only the destinies of our country, but the dearest 
interests of the church and the world; and they 
are laving themselves out to promote and extend 
its influence, with an energy and zeal correspond- 
ing, in some degree, with its importance. I have 
visited four towns, in all of which I have founda 
lew who were ready to lend all their influence to 
promote the object of my mission. In the town 
of Bloomfield we have fourteen schnols, cowpri- 
sing in all more than four hundred scholars. In 
the East Saciety, the promoters of this cause say 
they will raise any sum of money which will be 
necessary to supply their schools with libraries. 

The managers of the County Society have de- 
termimed to raise three hundred dollars for a per- 
manent fund, to be laid out in a depository of 
Sunday School books. ‘Two towns have already 
furnished forty dollars for this fund. 

Last Monday evening I attended the monthly 
concert in this village. About twenty teachers 
were present, and a large nuinber of the scholars, 
The contribution was taken, when almost every 
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child threw in its mite. 
meeting. This school has participated richly in 
the effusions of the Holy Spirit. 


were hopefully pious a few months ago: 


now, al 
are the professed followers of Chirist.—ihb. 





Mr. Ucaie Maynarp, 
comity, 
a report of his services. 
supplies us with another strong argument. 


increased from thirteen to rorry 


from str hundred to TWENTY-FOUR HUNDRED 


Mr. M. was engaged two months.—West. S. S 
Visilant. 
“THE SABB ’ rT H A DELIGHT.” 


I have often thought that 
miss in reminding each other of certain points of 
duty. They do notobey the prece pt of exhorting 
one another daily. Their hours of social com- 
munion are too often pa assed without reference to 
their spiritual state. They tell of all their temporal 
fortunes or misfortunes; but rarely give a state- 
ment of their spiritual condition. 

Now, if they were more fre quent ly to inqnire 
after the health or prosperity the little 


Christians were re- 


of 


profitable manner. 
ny own culpable negligence in this respect, and 
acknowledge that I have felt heen self-reproach 
for not making closer inquiries of Christian fi iends, 
You and I passed three days together, during 
which time TI Jearat the most miuute particulars 
of your joys and sorrows, and yet asked no details 
ofthe progress you were making in Christianity. 
What inexcusable consistency we Christians daily 
commit! We profe ss to make relis a para- 
mount object of consideration, and yet think and 
speak of all other things before u.—Let us at least 

tuke shame to ourselves for such a violation of 
our most sacred obligations 

I remember_a little circumstance that occurred 

when I was in a state of spiritual darkness, I was 
sitting ina pew at church vext to some Jadies, who 
were, | was told, zealous professors of religion. I 
had remarked ina whisper to wy COM PAnlons, 
that these ladies joined with great solenmity in the 
different parts of orship When the blessing was 
pronounced, we determined to sit still until the 
outer part of a crowded congregation should have 
quitted the church. As the service had really 
been impressive, I was awed into a degree of s 
riousness, Which did not soon give way to the natu- 
ral gaiety of my disposition. [sunk mito a reverie, 
and would have enjoyed meditation, had IT not been 
interrupted by the andible whisperings fo the two 
pious ladies in the next pew. ‘They began by 
earnest inquiries after each other's health. Then 
followed details of their families and connexions 
and acquaintances ; in the course of which desul- 
tory conversation [heard insimuations and inuenad- 
oes of no very charitable description, till at length 
the subject having become confidential, their voices 
sunk into an inaudible murinur. 

Christians are apt to fall off too suddenly from 
their devout frames duiing divine worship. How 


rion 


The Sabbath a delight.—An Address. 
It was a very interesting 


There are en- 
gaged thirty-four teachers, only eight of whom 


agent for Tompkins 
has just closed his labors, and presented 
The result of this agenev 
The 


number of schools in Tompkins county has been 
. and of scholars 


world | 
within, they might quicken cach other’s zeal in a 

2 ‘ ; 
Indeed [ confess with shame | 
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commanded to keep holy. Iam convinced thar, 
» {neglect of the Sabbath is one great cause of 
ituul declension. Few persons understand (), 
obligations impelled in the 4th commandmen: 
|} and fewer still are scrupulous in practising thei, 
strictly. My own experience convinces me of t)). 
danger of a half-way observance of the injunctions 
with regard toour day of reste. It is so manifest), 
the intention of our heavenly Father, that w: 
should occupy our thoughts with holy themes o, 
his own day, that we ought to honour him in 
particular mauner, for having vouchsafed us s 
precious a privilege. We should consider our. 
selves as invited guests of our beneficent Paren: 
onthatday. We are permitted to draw near his 
io his ordinances, and to maintain communio) 
with him during the day. He not only gives u, 
leave, but enjoins us, to lav by the burden of ov 
remporal cares, and participate in spiritual pleas- 
ures. What ingratitude, then, 
when we complain of the irksomeness of refraining 
from tunhallowed occupations on the day whic, 
the Lord bas hallowed for his own use. 

There is one Christian duty eminently in uniso: 
with the Sabbath feelings of the heart. This is 
the important privilege of praying for our enemies 
Few people are without evil wishers in this world 
aod we should never forget to pray for them.-- 
There is not so powerfal a softner of animosity as 
fervent prayer.— When we have received ill offices 
from our fellow beings we are apt, in spite of Chris- 
rian restrietions, to feel resentment towards ther, 
This is as we well know, a sinful frame of mind 
igainst which we must unceasingly struggle. |) 
we pray to the Lord to bless our enemies we can- 
nor feel resentment towards them, and itis a goo? 
habit, whenever resentment is awakened, by any 
untoward circumstance, to gO immediately to th 8 
throne of grace with our iniercessory petitions.— 
Richmond Visitor. 





AN ADDRESS, 


Delivered June 20,1527, at the laying of lu 
Corner Stone of the Church in Washington 
Sireet. Boston ; By Rev. Lyman Beecher, D. L). 


coy 


It is a delightful reflection on such an occasion 
as this thatthe trath is mighty and will prevail 
In the infancy of time the depravity of man was 
_disproportioned to the means of restraint. Tile 
band of the Patriarch could not keep back his 
ready tighminhed offspring, and the earth 
filled with violence, 

Too depraved to consist’ with reformation by 
existing moral causes, the earth was emptied ct! 
its inhabitants and a new dynasty of holimess wos 
introduced, which however in a few centuries tc! 
minated in [dolatry. 

Then it was that a new dispensation was intro- 
duced, and the cause of God was fortified and pla- 
ced apon the defensive, until the fullness of Ume 
and the desire of nations should come. 

But whey the progress of science and the a- 
malgemation of nations into one vast empire had 


was 


prepared the way, the gates of the holy city were 


thrown open avd an onset was made upon the ter- 
ritory of darkness. It was powerful and the resis- 
tance dreadful, but the truth prevailed. 





much light discourse commences while the congre- | 
gation is dispersing ; and how little suitable serious- | 
ness is preserved through the day which we are' 


The means. however, were not even then ade- 
quate to the preservation of the victory whicli hac 
been achieved! for the power of the press was wn- 


are we guilty of, 
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tnown, Bibles and Tracts and Sabbath Schools 
were not on hand to perpetuate waniversal instruc- 
ion. Soon, therefore, the darkness returned — 
wind Mahomet opened the bottanless pit—and the 
Man of Sin put out the laminaries of heaven, and 
shrouded the earth in ages of darkness. The vic- 
tory over the truth ssenved not to be complete. 
The great prison-house was bolted and every chain 
was rivetted, when the blessed morning of a new 
day opened upon the world. Then it was that 
Lather blew the great Jubilee trampet and the na- 
dons awoke and flew to arms, and began a conflict 
which has not ceased and is fasting to a glorious 
For then science had begun to ponr its 
beams upon the benighted mind and the Bib'e. 


S chat San of the moral world, way lit up again in 


the heaves. 
Sullin Europe the foundations of despotism 


7] were too deep lai! to be overturned at once by 


pet 
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moral power, and the reformation which would 

ve marched en was stopped at the point of the 
nyonet, while some of those who had wounded 
the beast were employed to heal again his deadly 
wound. Bat God, who seeth the end from the 
begmuning, had rarsed up Columbus to open a way 
‘othe wilderness whither his charch might flee and 
be safe, and where uohind-red by despotism and 
incramped by old instivations and guided only 
by bis word, she might set among men the tober 
nacle of God. ‘Thsther, therefore, our fathers 
came borne as on eagles’ wings across the deep, 
‘o lay the foundations of a mighty nation, where 


> the truth should have free course and be glorified. 


55 


For this last and great experiment ample space 


is given and all the means are provided of applying 


i moral wiuence. 


25S are 


ae 


Dh oe a ne 


» uecessity of holiness by the renovating power of 


Fopimions, 


All impediments to the prona- 
gation of truth and error are removed —and al) 
facilities on both sides are given; and here so far 
as intellectaal and moral power are concerned, 
it seems to he the will of heaven that the battle of 
the great day shall be fought. The hosts are 
assemnbDling—the conflict is began and now it is 
that the trath which is mighty will prevail. 

lam aware that confidence is no evidence that 
our opinions are correct, and that inthe estimation 
of many sincerity is all which can be attained to 
by men amid the uncertainties of conflicting 
“How can you know that your are 
‘ight ? and what presumption it is for-any man to 
preiend to knowledge amid stich learned diversity.” 
But * God is light and in him is no darkness at 
all.” "The glorious God knows whatis true and 
he will make it plain. 

[speak not of those subdivisions of the sacra 


/ mental host, who received the Bible as an inspired 


book, and believe in the fall of man the divinity 


t Civist and ia his atonement for sin: in the 


' ihe Spirit, and in the existence hereafter of a mor- 


al goverumment without end, administered by re- 


> wards and punishments according to the character 
} which is formed and the deeds which are done in 


e ume. 


To all of the above description who love 
vir Lord Jesus Christ im sincerity and in truth by 
whatever name distinguished, of Baptist, or Meth- 
dist, or Episcopalian, we give the right hand of 
‘ellowship and hail them as fellow-workers in the 
cause of Christ. 

Nor shall our charity consist in words smooth 
as oil Which are drawn swords, but in deed and in 


An Address. 


intellect of man can avail to discover relative duty, 





to deal truly and faithfully with all our Christian 
brethren whom in Christ Jesus we love. [t shall 
be our endeavor to prevent all occasions of distrust, 
to remove roots of bitterness—and s> far as our 
distinetive peculiarities will allow, to di womnore 
closely the ties of Christian brotherhood: for our 
interests most assure lly are one and we all bave 
room enough to move without collision, an } work 
enough to satisfy the most benevoleat ambiine of 
doing good, and enemies enough watching tor 
our halting to wara us against division, and to 
induce usto keep the anity of the Spwit in the 
bond of peace. “The expectation that any one 
denomination of Christians will become uriversal 
in this land of civil liberty and free inquiry and 
divided sentiment is as chimerical as the event 
itself would be calamitous. The interests of trath 
do not demand it, do not allow it. The amatga- 
nation of all denominations in one would pars!) 
intellect, check imvestigation, cut the simews of 
religions enterprize, and create a mass of moral tn- 
vctiwwity amd death. 

The division of labor in agricniture and the 
arts is the secret of producing distinct and efficient 
results—and in our civil polity the consolidation 
fthe Stetes in onr government would produce 
first imbecility and then despotism, while popery 
has warned us by one bileful experiment what 
results are to be expected from the attempt to ainal 
gamate all denominations ia one. 

Let all then who hold the trath, and all who do 
not hold the truth enjoy perfect liberty and equali- 
ty.— Let there be no favoritism of the civil power 
for ove denomination of Christians agvinst the 
truth, or for error against the truth, or for tratte 
against error. An open field and fair play is all 
ve ask, and is what we shall insist upon, and let 
God speed the right. 

We of course believe that the truth will be found 
with the doctrines of our fathers to which we still 
adhere. We think that we may say, What we 
have heard and seen and handled of the word 
life, that we declare unto you. To us it seems 
that we know experimentally the truths which we 
preach and that we feel daily their power npon 
our hearts —-We think too that revivals of relizion 
are the work of God’s Spirit and the seal which 
heaven setsto the doctrines we preach—that thes 
are true and an earnest of that universal holines: 
which ultimately shall bless the earth. If we are 
wrong we expect to go down to to the dust and we 
are willing to go down. But if we are tight the 
time hastens when the witnesses who have prophe- 
sied in sackc'oth shall ascend up to heaven tn the 
sight of all men. We expect that evangelical sen 
timents and civil liberty which have always bee 
inseparable will pervade our land with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from on high, and we do expect 
that the lightof our prosperity will bean acro 
the waves. and that the notes of our yey, vive) thre 
efficacy of our example, and the energies of ou; 
religious enterprize and the power of our suppli 
cations will not cease till the world shall be diven 
thralled, 


al 





Missionary Society of Connecticut.—The con 
uibution to this Society, in the Congregation of 
the Centre Charch, on the Ist inst. amourted to 
nore than $150 Among the collection was a 


vuth, Wepledge ourselves so far as the erring | iiity dollar bill—Hart. Obs. 
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PROTESTANT FEMALES IN FRANCE. 


Duchess of Broglie—Madame Mallet—Madame 
Pelet. 


The Duchess of Broglie, only daughter of Mad- 
ame de Stael, is the centre of an important cir 
ele; and she adds to the weight of family honors 
which she bears, nervous, masculine claims to 
mental precedency. 

Madame de Broglie has been the advocate and 
friend of evangelical religion, from absolutely 
feeling the moral necessity of it to satisfy the large 
desires of her heart. She found the world in its 
highest. reasonings, and sweetest adulations, and 
most profuse benefactions, unequal to still the 
restlessness of her energies. She long tiusted to 
her own powers to devise some harmonizing sys- 
tem of religicn, which wouid suit her taste and 
mect her fears. ‘This was after she had found ev- 
ery human authority unavailable to the end of her 
researches afier a reasonable and a consoling.reli 
gion, At length wearied with the pursuit of ber 
head, she resolved to be guided by her heart, and 
that iis dictates should be her only light. Hes 
heart was more insatiable than her bead, and final- 
ly induced her to throw away all secondary dic- 
tates, and with bumble prayer commit herself to 
divine teaching in the study of the scriptures. 

Madame Jules Mallet is of a gentle, benevolent 
nature. Misery of every description found in her 
an administering friend, and her philanthropy was 
exercised on general Christian principles, from 
the wish to please and imitate God in relieving his 
creatures. Her private duties were observed as 
exactly as her knowledge dictaded. As evangeli- 
cal light penetrated or diffused itself around her 
circle of active friends, she began gradually to feel 
that religion was devotional as well as practical, 
awd that to enjoy an elevation of sentiment, it was 
necessary to contemplate the work of redemption 
accomplished by the love of our Saviour. When 
like Cornelius, she was engaged in her ordinary 

prayers, the whole creation seemed annihilated. 
and she and her Saviour alone remained to her 
consciousness. The infinite sovereign compassion 
of God, in this aat of mercy, so overwhelmed her, 
thet for a long time she remained on ber knees ab- 
sorbed in amazement and gratitude. That one 
discovery revolutionized all her incentives of ac- 
tion, and brought her into iniimate society and 
friendship with those whom she had previously 
feared as mysterious and inconceivable. 

Madam M. has a very large number of persons 
immediately under her affectionate and Christian 
influence. Since her conversion she has devoted 
much of her time to correspondence with relatives 
onthe essential doctrines of taith in Christ, and 
justification by his righteousness.—-She wrote one 
of the last Reports of the Ladies’ Auxiliary Mis- 
sionary Society, and has also writtev a number of 
beautiful Tracts for the Paris Society. 

What can be said of the leader of this little effi 
cient band of French Missionary ladies, Madame 
Pelet? She who was in Christ first, and whose 
short course of lively piety has been marked by so 
many singular facts? She must be known to be 
conceived by the imagination. Her work is in 
France and in the French Capital, and she has 
been chosen for her career of Heavenly mercy. 
The patience of love is her grand moral character. 


" Protestant Females in France.—The ancient Preachers &c. 
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waysrejoicing. She has but one joy, and that is y, 
God. She gives herself wholly to his cause. Sj}, 
would win all souls to Christ—or she would, if j.. 
sible, beguile them all into the narrow way. Sj. 
loves God with that peculiar ardour, that sip 
shrinks with horror at the thought of exciting ove 
enemy against him by presenting his gospel in any 
but the most attractive forms; and her persever. 
auce to accomplish the salvation of a soul by eve. 
ry means short of terror, is almost like the divix,. 
sirivings with insensate man. 

Madame Pelet has effected wonders during fil. 
teen months residence at her country Chateau,— 
where all was living death—protestant death. Sie 
collected 200 children inta Sabbath and wee, 
schools—forined among them voluntary associ ;. 
Lions to support the Bible Society of Paris, brough; 
them so forward in the knowledge of the Ser. 
tures, and gave such a general exciteinent, that siie 
could leave them with ap assurance that her work 
was accomplished; because God had raised up 
such av abundance of instruments to carry for. 
ward her plans. In Paris, she has 100 Bible sub. 
scribers of the working class, to whom she devote; 
one entire day of the week. She has a hibrary 
consecrated to the work of conversion, Con aiutig 
all the awakening and instructive works she cag 
purchase in the French, English, and Germuy 
languages. Every letier she meets with full of 
Christian feelings, written under peculiar states o| 
the heart, she copies into a book under its partic- 
ular head to serve for a future occasion to impait 
consolation to the afflicted, &c. The complicates 
machinery set to work by these ladies cau only be 
supposed by those who are familiar with the ‘e- 
sources of a French female mind. We are dis- 
gusted with French intrigue as we meet It in ey- 
ery day life, but ehere is a tact, an adaptatiun, a 
promptitude to seize, an ability to convert, most 
important and useful in a great cause, which is 
possessed by some in anemnent degree. ‘The in- 
fluence of such characters as these must be fel, 
And by such instruments does God frequenily 
build up bis own kingdom in the world. 

{Charleston Obs. 
THE ANCIENT PREACHERS COMPAR- 
ED WITH THE MODERN. 


How would the popular feeling which requires 
the smooth, inoffensive sort of preaching have eu- 
dured the plain, direct address of Dopprice, vl 
Luruer, or of Paut? Did they temporize, aad 
fie down the strong language of Scripture, lest 
they should offend their hearers, or be called hars! 
and ancharitable ? The threateuings of the law, i 
their bands, were the ligtitnings of heaven, flashing 
conviction On the cupscience, and striking througs 
the soul—making their hearers dead to sia, tia 
they may be mace alive to righteousness. ‘These 
threateuings, in the hands of too many of our pop- 
lar ministers, are these Jightnings tamed, and-car- 
ried round the conscience in couduciors, or ex!iil- 
ited ia the harmless form of electrical experiment; 
if they touch any one, it is with such a gentle 
shock as produces but a momentary sensation. 

Bunt is there no danger of giving needless offenc? 
by the use of terrific language ? Undoubtedly there 
is. But it is not the danger to which ministers! 





She seems only to live in other beings, and no 


this age are exposed ; nor are the consequences of 


where to rest but on an errand of mercy. Her jij, | 
is a current of benevolence—full of sorrow, yet 3). © 
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this error half so much to be deprecated, as are 
those of the opposite extremes. The surgeon, who 
by the unskilful use of his instruments, gives need 

Jess pain in amputating a limb, deserves censure ; 
but he who, through fear of giving pain to his pa- 
tient neglects to use his knife, or saw, till the gan- 
grene has pervaded the whole system, deserves 
vastly more censure. [I would not have a preach 

er, with a cold unfeeling heart, deal out the terrors 
of the law, as if he were the minister of vengeance, 
to his hearers, for thisis not his business ; nor 
would I have him keep his people always under 
the sound of the thunders of Sinai; Paul did not 
so. But when he speaks on this subject, as he 
sometimes must if he is a faithful mvan, let bim 
speak the plain, full language of the Bible, ; let 
him call things by their right names, and not sirive 
with studied phrases to avoid offending his hearers 
by telling them plainly what God has said con- 
cerning them. 

It he would have the sword of the Spirit do exe 
cution, let him not blunt its point by qualifying 
Janguage, but aim it at the consciences of his hear- 
ers with all the keenness which it has in the na 
ked form «Lich inspiration gives it, 

Let me not be misunderstood. No minister 
should say uopleasing things to bis hearers because 
they are unpleasing, but because they are true. 
The severity of manner sometimes assumed by 
those who preach the terross of the divine law, can- 
not be too carefully avoided, but in avoiding this 
HW we would be (anhfol ministers, let us not omit 
the alarming truths of the gospel, nor preach 
them in such a tame, half earnest manner, that 
they will awaken no emotion in our hearers. 

The experience of eighteen hundred years has 
proved, that the doctrines of the gospel cannot be 
so dressed up so as to be pleasing to the unrenew- 
ed heart, unless they are concealed by their dress. 
Their first object ts to convince men of their guilt 
and dauger ; and this itis utterly impossible to do, 
without awakening painful emotions ; as imspossi- 
ble-as to amputate a diseased limb, without pain. 
Sinfal affections, “close twisted with the fibres 
of the heart,” aust be torn out ; sinful practices, 
long indulged, cut off by the sword of the Spirit ; 
feelings of penitence aud self reproach must be 
awakened; and till this is done, the effect of the 
gospel ov the heart of the sinner is not produ- 
ced. 

Now the reason why so many impenitent per- 
sons sit without one unpleasant emotion under the 
smooth preaching of the gospel, is, that it is so 
presented, or rather covered, that it does not touch 
the conscience. The preacher is unio them as the 
very lovely song of ove who hath a pleasant voice, 
and can play weil on an instrument; they hea: 
his words, and go away admiring his manner, 
without once dreaming that there is apy thivg for 
them to do or to suffer. Was it thus with the 
hearers of the apostles, or with those of Tennant, 
or Whitefield 2? Is it thus with those of many liv 
ing preachers, in whose hands the word of God 
becomes quick and powerful? Inquire in the 
revivals in our churches, and you will find the plain, 
unaccommodating language of the Bible preached, 
and you will find many too complaining that it is 
harsh and severe. ‘Io change te heart, is in all 
cases the work of the Spirit; but it 1s as really 
accomplished by means as any other work. These 
means are the pnpression of truth on the con- 


science ; and this is ordinarily effected by the plain 
pungent preaching of the doctrines of the cross. 
This is that sword of the Spirit, which is quick aud 
powerful ; and that soldier might 4s well expect suc- 
cess, who in fighting the battles of his country 
should keep his sword always sheathed, lest its 
sharp edge should give pain to its enemies, as that 
ministers expect success, who in fighting the battles 
of the Lord of hosts, muffles up the sword of 
the Spirit in smooth and pailiating language.— 


Ch. Mag. 





LOTTERIES. 


From a popular work lately published at Paris on 
the subject of lotteries, we translate the fol- 
lowing passaze. 


“ We know. (a fact which onght to alarm game- 
sters) that there is lost annally at the lottery, from 
12 t0 15 milhons of frances, that is to say, the for- 
tunes of from 1000 to 1200 families. And how 
can we avoid being penetrated with profound grief, 
when we examine by whom these losses are borne ? 
Here, wretches, without bread, madly persuaded 
that the lottery is to relieve them from the misery 
from which they have not perhaps the spirit to free 
themselves by their labour ; there domestics, jeal- 
ous of their masters, impatient to become rich 
like them, without giving themselves, after theic 
example, the trouble of arriving at riches by an 
honourable road, and sometimes even guilty enough 
to furnish themselves with the means of gaming 
by the thefts which they commit. There are again, 
men half ruined by their own misconduct, who sac- 
rifice blindly, the feeble remnant of their for- 
tune, by trusting themselves to the most disa’ van- 
tageous chances ; but who could enumerate all the 
victims of this fatal game? Let him who would 
do this, go and look for them in the haunts of pros- 
titution, in the prisons, in the huspitals, at the 
Marque. Shall [I dare now to consider what 
becomes of those products of ignorance, of cupid- 
ity and even of crime? Shall I dare to avow 
that it is the public treasury which finds profit in 
them! Just Heaven, an impost upon poisoning ! 
An innpost upon suicide! Would then the reve- 
nues of the State be dried up, if this impure source 
ceased to defile them? How has the State need 
of such auxiliaries to support the charges which 
are imposed upon it? Ah! let us encourage our- 
selves, and for the interests of religion and mor- 
als, let us exult in the anticipation of witnessing 
the suppression of an in stitution which is a disgrace 
to society.” : 





Award of premium for the best Tract en the ru- 
tnous consequences of Gambling 


The, Pablishing Committee of the American 
Tract Socicty, having considered the several 
Tracts committed to their examination on the a- 
bove subject, have unanimously agreed to award 
the premium of fifty Dollars to Rev. Timothy 
Flint, recently of Alexandria, Louisiana, and now 
of Cincinnati, Ohio ; and have directed the Tract 
written by him to be forthwith stereotyped and 
published. 





Spirit of Missions in Colleges.—It is with plea- 
sure we learn, that a ‘ Society for Missionary In- 





quiry’ has recently been organized in Brown Uni- 
yersity.— Christ. Watch. 
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From the Episcopal Watchman. 
THE SABBATH MORNING. 


- 
How calm comes on this holy day '~— 
Morning unfolds the eastern sky, 
And upward takes her lofty way 
Triumphant to ber throne on high. 
Earth glorious wakes, as o’er her breast 
The morning flings her rosy ray, 
And blushing from hertireamless rest 
Unveils her to the gaze of day: 
So still the scene, each wakeful sound 
Seems hallowed music breathing round. 


The night-wiads to their mountain caves, 
The morning mists to heaven’s blue steep, 
And te their ocean depths the waves 
Are gone, their holy rest to keep. * 
“Tis tranquil all—around—above— 
The forests far which bound the scene 
Are peaceful as their Maker’s love, 
, Like hills of everlasting green. 
And clouds like earthly barriers stand 
Or bulwarks of some viewless land. 


Each tree that lifts its arms in air, 

Or hangs its pensive head from high, 
Seems beuding at its morning prayer, 

Or whispering with the hours goue by ;— 
This holy morning, Lord, is thine ! 

Let silence sanctify thy praise— 
Let heaven and earth in love combine, 

And morning stars their musi¢ raise ! 
For ‘tis the day—joy—joy—ye dead— 
When death and hell were captive led! 








There is an eqniyocating species of christianity, 
that deserves to bedbwauded with the deepest infamy. 
It likes the crown of glory, but shriaks back from the 
There is a half-way christian, who professes 
Christ when it confers hoveur, but denies him when 
it exposes to shame ; who acknowledges Christ when 
religion is popular, but is ashamed of him when it is 
despised ; who confesses Christ on the Sabbath, at the 


<ross. 


mecting-honse and the sacrament 


of his family and closet; who owns Christ in the com- 
pany of christians, but is ashamed of him in thre 
midst of an ‘“‘adulierous and sinful generation.” 
Christ shall be ashamed of that formal professor, 
“when he cometh in the glory of his Father with 
tf you shut Christ out of your 
" é ‘ " e me @ > 

family on earth, Christ will shut you out of his family 


the holy angels.” 


in heaven. 


county. 


but casts him out 
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A SERMON ON REVIV 


Por sale at this Office, “‘ A Sermon on Revivals of 
Religion ;eouteimiag a Caution to the Church, in the 
Nineteenth Century,to #eware of the Devices of Sa- 


rl ag d t — Setly ‘Williston, Pastor 
Be mo 


h, Durbam, N. Y.” 
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Poetry— The Sabbath Morning.—Ashamed of Christ.—Sabbath Schools. 






SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


The friends of Sabbath Schools in Hartford cou): 
have formed within a few months past a Covsy, 
Usion, auxiliary to the Connecticut Sunday Sci) 
Union. Thesutéess of this newly organized instity 
tion in promoting the ed@use of Sabbath School instry, 
tion within its own limits, has been suck that the [| 
rectors of our Connecticut Union haye resolved up 
taking measures for constituting a similar Socicty iy 
each county of the State. 
Board a Committee was appointed to make arrance 
ments for forming an auxilary Union for New-Hay ey 


Ata late meeting of | 


And we are now happy to give notice, o 
the request of this Committee, thatteachers and frien J; 
of Sabbath Schools in this county are invite@ to mee: 
in Cheshire on gVednesday next (the day of the de 
cation of the new Congregational Church in tho: 
place) forthe purpose of forming a Society who: 
‘object shall be to promote the cause of Sabba: 
Schools in this county, by aiding in the establishmen 
of new Schools and in the enlargement of those a) 
ready existing, byintroducing the mostimproved sys. 
tems of management and instruction, by encouraging 
the formation of Sabbath School libraries, and by co 
responding with the Connecticut and the America, 
Sunday School Unions.” 


At a meeting ofthe Board of managers of the Cov 
necticut Sabbath School Union, held July 20! 
1827, it was 


PE Ne. al Resolved. 


That this Board approves of the fort: 


Attest— 


| tion of Sabbath School Cee auger? the Co 
necticut Sabbath School ton _ in the £.o coun 
ties of this State, and that the friends ef Sabba: 
School instruction be invited to use their endes) 


ours to form such institutions. 
J. L. Cross, See’'y. Conn. 8. 8. U 


NATIONAL PREACHER. 





$2.50. Seven copies, $2, with aw affowantl of 10’ per centro agents 


The 2d Number is received at this office. [t cor 
tains a Sermon by the late Rev, Carlos Wilcox on 
“ The Unreasonasieness and Dancer of Inprci# 


[L> Subscribers for the Ist volume, who have not 
given notice to the contrary, are considered holden 
according to the conditions of the subscription, fo: 
the 2d volume, and are requested to call for theu 
Numbers and pay in advance for the vear. 


The principal point of wisdom is, to know how « 

value things just as they deserve. 

in the world worth heing a knave for. 
ee 


A good man i#influegced by God himself, and has 
a kind of divinity within bim. 


There is nothing 


ice? 
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